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Book Reviews 487 

Die Rede gegen Evandros (Lysias xxvi). Von Dr. E. Leisi. Frauen- 
feld: Huber & Co., 1912. Pp. 17. 

Modern criticism has assigned to Lysias several speeches which the 
ancient critics regarded as spurious, e.g., x, xxii, xxx; it has occasionally 
reversed the process and rejected one which was not formerly called into 
question (as, for instance, the Epitaphios ii). The foregoing study purports 
to be an investigation of the evidence for and against the authenticity of 
oration xxvi— the speech against Evandros, candidate for Archon, appearing 
before the official examining board at Athens. 

An account of the purpose and character of these public examinations 
is followed by an illuminating discussion of the occasion and circumstances 
of the speech's delivery. A lucid translation is then given, which is virtually 
an interpretation of the text. 

In his criticism of the oration Dr. Leisi observes its importance as a 
document for determining the state of mind which prevailed among Athenian 
radicals toward the erstwhile partisans of the oligarchy in the period following 
the Peloponnesian War. A few inherent chronological discrepancies are 
pointed out. There is an unusually large number of aira£ Aeyo/aevu in the 
speech — words and constructions not uncommon in themselves, but not 
appearing elsewhere in Lysias. In the simple vocabulary and sentence- 
structure, the dearth of rhetorical figures, and even in smoothness and grace 
of diction, the speech measures up to the Lysianic standard mentioned by 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus (De Lys. Jud. 3). In the adaptation of lan- 
guage to character and circumstances (rjdoiroica) , Leisi thinks the speech 
distinctly un-Lysianic. By his sincerity and the even tenor of his ways, the 
usual client in Lysias always commands respect and confidence; there 
is now and then a touch of playful, inoffensive humor, like that of the Cripple 
in oration xxiv. The speaker in oration xxvi is a violent and impetuous 
character, manifestly lacking in humor. He is disrespectful in his references 
to the judges. The grave charges brought against his opponent will many 
of them not bear the scrutiny of careful examination. That inherent con- 
vincing power (irettrTtKov), ascribed to Lysias by Dionysius, is utterly lack- 
ing here. The similarity in form and matter to the Lysianic type, the 
striking dissimilarity in tone, and the unwonted failure of the language to 
carry conviction convince Dr. Leisi that the oration, while spurious as it 
stands, was probably originally adapted from a speech of Lysias. 

The helpful exposition of collateral facts, the translation, and trenchant 
criticism make this investigation a welcome contribution to the scant liter- 
ature on this oration. 
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